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Digital Divide?







“those who benefit from a better socio-economic 
environment find it easier to benefit from technologies, 
thanks to the cultural capital transferred to them, and 
they thus increase their advantage and privileged 
situation in comparison to those who lack such an 
accompanying capital.”

The Matthew Effect:

New Millennium Learners: Initial findings on the effects of 
digital technologies on school-age learners  OECD/CERI 
International Conference: “Learning in the 21st Century: 
Research, Innovation, and Policy.” 2008.



Secondary Digital Divide

– Those with lower levels of education are 
more likely to use the Internet for:	
  

– Browsing for fun 
– Online games 
– Online gambling (Hargittai, 

2010) 
!

– When you factor in the differences of 
digital use an accumulated advantage 
can increase existing socio-economic 
divides and have the potential to 
contribute to social inequality (Hargittai 
& Hinnant, 2008, DiMaggio et al., 2004)



Adolescents Online



95%
of teens use the Internet



94%
of social media teens use 
Facebook

81%
of of online teens 
use social media



78%
of teens have cellphones



60
median texts per day

100
median texts per day 
girls 14-17

50
median texts per day 
boys 14-17



http://www.marketingcharts.com/wp/online/teens-online-time-surges-exceeds-18-49-demo-39314/

http://www.marketingcharts.com/wp/online/teens-online-time-surges-exceeds-18-49-demo-39314/


Adolescents and Online Privacy



http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2013/Teens-Social-Media-And-Privacy.aspx
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http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2013/Teens-Social-Media-And-Privacy.aspx


Facebook Default Privacy Settings Exposure Over Time



Female (age 14): “I think I wouldn’t [become Facebook 
friends with my teachers]. Just because I’m such a 
different person online. I’m more free. And obviously, I 
care about certain things, but I’m going to post what I 
want. I wouldn’t necessarily post anything bad that I 
wouldn’t want them to see, but it would just be different. 
And I feel like in the classroom, I’m more professional [at] 
school. I’m not going to scream across the room oh my 
God, I want to dance! Or stuff like that. So I feel if they 
saw my Facebook they would think differently of me. And 
that would probably be kind of uncomfortable. So I 
probably would not be friends with them.”

http://www.pewinternet.org/2013/05/21/what-teens-said-about-social-media-privacy-and-online-identity/

note: emphasis added

http://www.pewinternet.org/2013/05/21/what-teens-said-about-social-media-privacy-and-online-identity/


Teens & Online Identity
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Total Adults Female Adults Male Adults Teens

Feel more comfortable 
sharing information 

online than in person

Have different 
personality online than 

in person

http://www.marketingcharts.com/wp/online/many-teens-more-comfortable-sharing-info-online-than-in-person-23292/

http://www.marketingcharts.com/wp/online/many-teens-more-comfortable-sharing-info-online-than-in-person-23292/


Female, age 14 — “I think Facebook can be fun, but also it’s drama 
central. On Facebook, people imply things and say things, even just by a 
like, that they wouldn’t say in real life.”

http://www.pewinternet.org/2013/05/21/what-teens-said-about-social-media-privacy-and-online-identity/

http://www.pewinternet.org/2013/05/21/what-teens-said-about-social-media-privacy-and-online-identity/


Impact









Adolescent Development



Prefrontal Cortex

• Represent information 
not currently in the 
environment (Goldman-
Rakic 1996) 

• Provides “dynamic 
filtering” of external 
stimuli (Shimamura 2000) 

• Cognitive control of 
actions (Miller & Cohen 
2001) 

• Creating “exemplars” in 
order to categorize 
inputs based on past 
experience (Schacter, et. 
al. 2011)



Source: http://teenbrain.drugfree.org/science/behavior.html

http://teenbrain.drugfree.org/science/behavior.html


"Neural changes in the social domain were more robust. Increased responses in this 
one region of the brain from age 10 to 13 were very evident in social self-evaluations, 
but not academic ones. This pattern is consistent with the enormous importance that 
most children entering adolescence place on their peer relationships and social status, 
compared to the relatively diminished value often associated with academics during this 
transition."

Pfeifer, 2013



“ During adolescence, it 
is likely that peer 
interactions and societal 
influences as well as 
genetically determined 
hormonal milieu 
influence social 
behaviour…Our data 
suggest that, prior to 
adolescence, children 
are less efficient and 
have a less systematic 
style of processing the 
emotional perspectives 
of other people.”

Choudhury 2006



“We found that we 
could predict the 
intensity of people’s 
Facebook use outside 
the scanner by looking 
at their brain’s response 
to positive social 
feedback inside the 
scanner.” 
Meshi 2013





Home

Activities

SchoolCommunity Teen



Female (age 16): “I deleted it [my Facebook account] when I was 15, 
because I think it [Facebook] was just too much for me with all the gossip and 
all the cliques and how it was so important to be– have so many friends– I 
was just like it’s too stressful to have a Facebook, if that’s what it has to take to 
stay in contact with just a little people. It was just too strong, so I just deleted 
it. And I’ve been great ever since.”

http://www.pewinternet.org/2013/05/21/what-teens-said-about-social-media-privacy-and-online-identity/

http://www.pewinternet.org/2013/05/21/what-teens-said-about-social-media-privacy-and-online-identity/

