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The Urban Child’s Trauma and the Law: 

How Can the Justice System Help? 
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Children in the Juvenile Justice System 
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Children’s Exposure to Trauma 
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Victimization in the Past Year 
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Multiple Direct Victimizations 
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Effects of Exposure to Trauma 

Source: Buffington, K., Dierkhising, C.B., & Marsh, S.C. (2010). Ten things every juvenile court judge should know about trauma and 

delinquency, Reno, NV: National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges. 



The Supreme Court Recognizes Juvenile’s Brains Are Different 

 Roper v. Simmons, 543 U.S. 551 (2005): 

Eliminates death sentence for juveniles 

 Graham v. Florida, 130 S. Ct. 2011 (2010): 

Eliminates life without parole for juveniles in 

non-homicide offenses 

 Miller v. Alabama, No. 10-9646 (2012): 

Eliminates life without the possibility of parole 

for juveniles 

 



Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 

BETWEEN 3% AND 50% OF 

CHILDREN IN THE JUVENILE 

JUSTICE SYSTEM SUFFER 

FROM POST-TRAUMATIC 

STRESS DISORDER 

Abram KM, Teplin LA, Charles DR, Longworth SL, McClelland GM, Dulcan MK. Posttraumatic Stress Disorder and Trauma in Youth in Juvenile 

Detention. Arch Gen Psychiatry. 2004;61(4):403-410 



Symptoms 

of PTSD 

 Re-Experiencing 

 Avoidance 

 Numbing 

 Arousal 

 Attachment Issues 

 Anxiety 

 Depression 

 Difficulty Concentrating 

 Impulsivity 

 Conduct Problems 

 Dissociation 

 Self-harm 

 Oppositional Behavior 

Child Welfare Trauma Referral Tool Kit, National Child Traumatic Stress Network, www.nctsnet.org; Pilnik, L., Kendall, J., 
Victimization and Trauma Experienced by Children and Youth: Implications for Legal Advocates, www.safestartcenter.org   



What Can We Do? 
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Implement Trauma-
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Educate 
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